Infection with the dwarf tapeworm (Hymenolepis nana) is cosmopolitan and by no means uncommon, particularly in tropical and subtropical countries, but it rarely gives rise to symptoms which possibly accounts for the fact that efficient treatment of this condition never appears to have attracted a great deal of attention.
Consultation of the standard books on tropical medicine and parasitology reveals the fact that most of the usual anthelminthics (filix mas in some form or other, oil of chenopodium, thymol, hexylresorcinol and carbon tetrachloride) are all casually referred to by one or other author as being effective, but no detail is given. One of the most remarkable things about this subject, is that in the sections devoted to treatment no book comments on the peculiar life history of this worm, and it is tacitly assumed that if a single dose of the chosen anthelminthic is given and no worms or eggs are found in the stool a day or two later the case is cured.
The main point of importance in the life history of this worm is that it does not need an intermediate host, and that once infection is acquired the eggs hatch in the intestine and the embryos enter the submucous coat of the intestinal villi where they grow and emerge into the lumen of the gut, reach maturity, deposit more eggs some of which hatch in the gut, and the cycle continues indefinitely. Also, on account of this characteristic of auto-infection, a single egg ingested in the beginning may eventually [April, 1939 give rise to a heavy and ever-increasing infection as generation succeeds generation. The (1928) and Faust (Editorial, 1930) Signs of H. nana infection disappeared on the last day of treatment and the stool remained free from eggs until the woman was discharged from hospital?negative period 23 days.
This woman was treated with carbarsone for 10 days for chronic amcebiasis, beginning one week after cessation of gentian violet.
Gentian violet was given before tetrachlorethylene to see if it had any action on T. saginata as well as on H. nana. Although it failed to eradicate the large tapeworm the drug appears to have some effect on it because just after treatment stopped the major portion of the worm was spontaneously evacuated and it was found that in the gravid segments the uterus was deeply stained, although the remainder of the tissue was the usual dull-white colour. Higher up in the chain the sexually-mature segments did not appear stained at all. 
